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Trong doi song con nguoi, lirong tam ludn giit mét vi tri trung tam, béi noi dé con
nguwoi doi dién truec tiép véi chinh minh va véi Thién Chita. Lwong tdm khéng chi la
cam gidc chii quan vé diéu ding — sai, nhung 1 tiéng néi sau tham cia Iy tri hudng
dan con nguoi chon diéu thién, tranh diéu dc, va tim kiém chan ly. Vai tro va ban
chat ciia lwong tam, chinh la quy trinh va hoat déng ciia lwong tém noi moi nguwoi,
trong viéc hinh thanh va di dén quyét dinh ludn 1y, ma chi mét minh ta trwde mdt

Thién Chua moi hoan toan chiu trach nhiém vé cac hanh vi luan ly cua minh.
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I. DAN NHAP

Vai trd va ban chat cua luong tam, dic biét 1a su tu do va quyén phan quyét cia
lwong tam dbi voi cac chuin muc luan 1y luon 1a nhimg dé tai thiét yéu trong cac gid
hoc ctia bd moén than hoc luan 1y. Piéu nay chinh ban than cia t6i qua dong thoi gian

da tur tir kham pha va nhan ra khi con 1a nghién ctru sinh cho hoc vi Thac si tai Pai

hoc Cong gido — The University of Notre Dame Australia (1996-1997), va ca sau
nay khi t61 da hoan thanh hoc vi Tién si tai Hoc vién Than hoc luan 1y Thanh
Anphongsd, tryc thudc Dai hoc Gi4o hoang John Laterand.? Cu thé hon hét 1a khi
t61 bat dau giang day bo mon than hoc luén 1y tai Hoc vién Than hoc Chaa Chién
Lanh — The Good Shepherd Theological College, tai thanh phd Auckland, nuéc Tan
Tay Lan (New Zealand), tir naim 2010 cho dén 2015. Trong khoang thoi gian nay,
t61 c6 dd co hoi dé tim hiéu sau xa hon vé nhiing khia canh khac biét vé ban chét cta
lwong tam, nhat 14 vai trd ctia luong tdm trong viéc hudng dan mdi ngudi chiing ta
dé tim kiém chén 1y va su thién, hau din dua chung ta dén cac quyét dinh luan Iy
phu hop véi thanh ¥ ctia Thién Chua va véi cac gido huan chinh thirc ctia Hoi Thanh
Cong gido.® Boi 18 d6 ma hom nay, t6i mudn chia sé voi quy doc gia Cong gido mot
s6 cac van dé quan trong lién quan dén pham chat, su tu do va quyén phan quyét cta

lwong tam, cling nhu qua trinh dao luyén mot lvong tAm ngay thang va chan that.

1 Hoc vién Alphonsian Academy 1a mét Hoc vién vé Than hoc Luan ly, toa lac tai Roma, nudc
Y, dugc thanh 1ap vao nam 1949 bai Dong Chiia Ctru Thé (Redemptorists). Ké tir nam 1960, Hoc
vién chuyén dao tao cc gido su vé than hoc luan 1y va trd thanh nhu mot phan khoa tryc thudce
Khoa Than hoc cta Pai hoc Gido hoang Lateran. Nho d6, Hoc vién c¢6 quyén cdp vin béng cao
hgoc/thac  si (Licentiate) va tién si (Doctorate) vé Thin hoc Luan ly.
https://www.alfonsiana.org/home (Truy cép ngay 7 thdng 10 nam 2025).

2 Pai hoc Giao hoang John Laterand (Pontifical Lateran University) 1a mot t chirc gido duc Cong
gido & Roma, co lich su bat dau vao nam 1773 va chinh thirc dugc nang cép thanh Pai hoc Giao
hoang bdi Gido hoang Pi6 XII vao nam 1958. Day 1a mot trung tdm quan trong cho viéc nghién
clru va giang day than hoc va giao luat, déng thoi phuc vu nhu cau cua Gigo hoi Cong gido toan
cau.

3 . Pé biét thém chi tiét, quy vi co thé tham khao tac pham Luwong Tam: Theo quan diém ciia
Than hoc luin Iy Céng gido (Tp Ha Noi, Nha Xuat Ban Tén Gido, 2021). Tac gia Linh muc
Tran Manh Hung.



https://www.notredame.edu.au/
https://www.alfonsiana.org/home
https://ducbahoabinhbooks-osp.com/sach/than-hoc/luan-ly/luong-tam-theo-quan-diem-cua-than-hoc-luan-ly-cong-giao/
https://ducbahoabinhbooks-osp.com/sach/than-hoc/luan-ly/luong-tam-theo-quan-diem-cua-than-hoc-luan-ly-cong-giao/
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Trong doi séng con ngudi, lwong tAm ludn gitr mot vi tri trung tim, bdi noi
d6 con ngudi dbi dién truc tiép voi chinh minh va véi Thién Chaa. Luong tam khong
chi 12 cam giac chu quan vé diéu dung — sai, nhung 1a tiéng néi sau tham cua 1y tri
huéng dan con ngudi chon diéu thién, tranh diéu 4c, va tim kiém chan ly. Vai tro va
ban chit cua lwong tdm, chinh 14 quy trinh va hoat dong ctia luvong tdm noi mdi
nguoi, trong viée hinh thanh va di dén quyét dinh luan 1y, ma chi mot minh ta trudc
mit Thién Chiia méi hoan toan chiju trach nhiém vé cac hanh vi luan 1y ctia minh.
Pay chinh 1a diém ndi bat nhat ma Cong Pong chung Vaticand II da néi vé Luwong
TAm, nhit 1a trong s6 16 ciia Hién ché muc vu vé Gido Hoi trong thé giéi ngay
nay (Gaudium et Spes), khi dé ciap dén Pham gia ciia Lwong TAm luén ly. C6 thé
n6i, day chinh 12 mot trong nhiing tai liéu quan trong nhat cia Cong Pdng Vaticand
IL, khi dua ra dinh nghid va vai trd ctia lwong tdm trong cac phan quyét vé ludn 1y.

Sau day, toi xin dugc trich dan:

“Cong Pdng Vaticano I dinh nghia luong tAm nhu “tam diém sau xa nhat va
1a cung thanh cuia con ngudi, noi ma con ngudi mdt minh ddi dién voi Thién
Chua. Noi luong tdm, con ngudi tim ra 1& luat, duoc viét ra noi trai tim ho,
hang moi goi ho dén voi tinh yéu, khuyén khich ho 1am lanh va xa tranh diéu
dir. TAt ca hanh vi cua ta phai phat xuét tir tinh yéu va phai dé tinh yéu thiic
bach. Dya trén 1 luat tinh yéu nay, luong tam khuyén khich ting nguoi trong
nhitng canh hudng cu thé, diéu gi phai lam va diéu gi can phai tranh. Tuan
phuc luat tinh yéu nay 13 phan viéc ctia pham gia con ngudi, boi vi nd phu
hop vo1 ban tinh va on goi cua ching ta.” Thém vao do, “luong tdm hudng
dan nang dong trong viéc giai quyét nhimng van dé luan 1y.” (Xem Gaudium
et Spes, s 16).
Thém vao d6, Tuyén ngon vé Tu do Ton gido (Dignitatis Humanae, sb 3) cua
Cong dong Vaticand 11 ciing da tuyén bd nhu sau, khi ban vé& quyén va nghia vu phai
tuan theo luong tdm ca nhan:

“Chinh 13 qua lwvong tim ma con nguoi nhin thdy va nhan thtc nhitng ménh

1énh cua Thién luat. Con nguoi bt budc phai trung thanh tuan theo lwong tim
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nay trong tAt ca moi hoat dong ctia minh, dé c6 thé dat duwoc Thién Chua la
cung dich doi minh. Vi thé, khong ai duoc ép budc ngudi nao hanh dong trai
v6i lwong tam ho, ciing nhu khong mdt ai bi ngan cdm hanh dong theo lwong

tam ho, nhat 13 trong 1anh vuc ton gido.” (Dignitatis Humanae, s 3).

Luong tdm 1 noi con ngudi gap g& Thién Chaa — Pang ban cho ho pham gié,
tu do va trach nhi¢m. Chinh tai day, con nguoi dugc moi goi séng trung thanh voi
tiéng goi cua Thién Chua. Tuy nhién, trong thuc té, co lic luong tim dudng nhur
xung dot véi giao huén chinh thirc ctia Hoi Thanh, dit ra cau hoi: phai theo ai —
lwong tim hay Hoi Thanh? Dé tra 16i cho cau héi nay, chung ta can hiéu rd vai tro,

quyén tdi thuong va gidi han ciia lvong tAm theo gido huin cua Gido hoi Cong gido.
II. GIAO HUAN CUA GIAO HQI CONG GIAO VE LUONG TAM

Sdch Gido Ly Hpi Thanh Céng Gido (GLHTCG, s6 1776-1802) trinh bay giao

huan Cong gido vé luong tim qua ba diém chinh:

1. Lwong tam la noi con nguwoi gap go Thién Chua.
“Luong tam 13 tAm diém sau tham nhat, 1a cung thanh ctia con ngudi, noi ho
& lai mot minh véi Thién Chiia.” (s 1776). Ton trong luong tam tic 1a ton

trong chinh moi1 twong quan cé nhan gitra con ngudi véi Thién Chaa.

2. Lwong tam phai dwgc dao luyén.
GLHTCG s6 1783: “Luong tAm phai duoc hinh thanh va gido duc.” Pao
luyén luong tdm giup 1y tri phan doén diing dan va thoat khoi anh huong cua

duc vong, thanh kién hay méi truong sai lac.

3. Hoi Thanh soi sang lwong tim, chir khong thay thé.
Hoi Thanh dugc trao stir mang bao vé va trinh bay chan 1y luan 1y, nham
gitip lwong tAm con nguoi khoi roi vao chil nghia twong ddi. Gido huin Hoi
Thanh khong 4p dit tir bén ngoai, ma 1 4nh sang khach quan huéng din

nguoi tin hiru phan dinh.



Céac Ptrc Gido hoang trong Gido hoi Cong gido thdi hién dai déu nhan manh diéu

nay:

o Pid XII: “Luong tdm 1a vi thAm phan téi cao, nhung khong doc 1ap véi

Thién Chua.”

« Gioan Phaold II: “Luong tdm chan chinh ludn huéng vé chan 1y luan 1y

khach quan.”
o Bénédicto XVI: “Luong tam la ky trc cua Thién Chua noi con nguoi.”

Nhu vay, luong tAm chi thue syt do khi duogc chiéu sang bdi chan 1y va duge dao
luyén baoi dure tin.

II1. VAI TRO CUA LUONG TAM TRONG CAC PHAN QUYET LUAN LY
Theo Sdch Gido Ly Héi Thanh Cong Gido (GLHTCG, sb 1778), lwong tam 13
“phan doan cua 1y tri, qua d6 con nguoi nhan ra pham chat luan 1y ciia mot hanh
dong cu thé ma minh sép thuc hién, dang thuc hién hodc da thuc hién.”

Luong tim dong vai tro huéng dan con ngudi dén diéu thién, gitip ho séng phi hop
v6i1 thanh ¥ Thién Chaa. Nho luong tam, con ngudi v thire dugc trach nhiém luén ly
cuia minh, vi hanh vi chi c6 gia tri dao dic khi dugc thyc hién vai ¥ thie va tu do.

Thanh Téma Aquind phan biét hai chiéu kich:

« Synderesis* — khuynh huéng tu nhién huéng vé diéu thién, khic ghi trong

moi tam hon;

4 Nguoi Hy lap 1a nhitng ngudi du tién biét suy tu triét Iy vé ban chat cia lwong tdm, va ho da
mo ta lwong tAm nhu mot nd luc “tu ¥ thic trong chinh vai tro phan doan vé dao dirc ctia minh.”
Ho khong gi6i han lwong tAm trong su nhan xét vé cai ding va cai sai ctia cac hanh vi con nguoi,
nhung ho d3 nhan thirc duoc rang ngay ca cam giac va y chi cling anh hudng trén cac phan quyét
ctia lvong tAm, cho nén ho di phan biét gitta luong tam tt va xau, tic dong khong chi sau hanh
dong, nhung ca trude va ddng thoi voi hanh dong.

Thén hoc kinh vién Cong gido cac thé ky XII-XIII dé cap mot cach co hé thong dén luong tam tién
nghiém thém vao lvong tdm hiu nghiém. Cac than hoc gia thoi trung ¢ di phan biét giira hai tir
hy ngii: syneidesis va synderesis.

Syneidesis c6 nghia la luong tam hay hanh vi phan doan;



« Conscientia® — phan doan cu thé trong timng hoan canh.

Luong tam, vi thé, khong chi 1a cam xuic hay linh cdm, ma 1a 1y tri thuc hanh,
dugc soi sang boi chan 1y khach quan vé thién — 4c. Mot hanh dong chi thuc sy hop
v6i luan 1y khi né hoa hop giira ¥ hudng ngay lanh ctia chii thé va chan 1y luan ly

khach quan do Thién Chua an dinh.

IV. QUYEN TOI THUQNG CUA LUONG TAM VA TON TRONG TU DO
LUONG TAM

Cong dong Vaticand I, trong Dignitatis Humanae (s6 3), khang dinh:

“Khong ai dugce €p budc nguoi nao hanh dong trai véi lvong tam ho, cling nhu khong

mot ai bi ngan cdm hanh dong theo lwong tAm ho, nhat 13 trong lanh vuc t6n gido.”

Nguyén tic nay dién ta pham gia clia con ngudi — tao vat ¢ 1y tri va tu do.
Luong tam 1a noi bi€u 10 tu do sau xa nhat cia con nguoi; vi the, khong ai co6 the

thay thé hay ép budc mot nguoi hanh dong trai véi luong tim chan that cta ho.

Tuy nhién, quyén tdi thuong khong déng nghia véi chil quan tuyét dbi. Luong
tam can dugc dao luyén va soi sang boi Loi Chua, gido hudn Hoi Thanh® va 1y tri
ngay thang. Mot luong tim sai 1am v6 tinh (do thiéu hiéu biét) c6 thé dugc Thién
Chuia cam thong; nhung sai 1am do ¢ chap thi khong thé bién minh. Vi thé, ton trong
tu do lwong tam phai di d6i voi bon phan tim kiém va gan bo véi chan 1y.

Thanh Gi4o hoang Gioan Phaold II viét trong Veritatis Splendor (s 34):

Synderesis 12 mot yéu to cia tim hon khién cho ta cam thiy su toi 16i cta ta va stra sai
nhing yéu t6 khac khi ching sai lam.
Xem Linh muc Tran Manh Hung, Luong Tam: Theo quan diém ciia Than hoc ludn Iy Cong
gido (Tp Ha Noi, Nha Xuét Ban Ton Gido, 2021), chuong 1, trang 17-34.

5 Tiéng La tinh goi luong tAm la conscientia, gdbm cum tir ‘cum scio’ c6 nghia “véi tri thirc’.
Nhu vy, lvong tdm c6 mdi lién hé véi kién thirc. Chirc nang chinh cta lwong tim 1a dem kién
thirc cho tung nguoi, thuong duoc ndi tiép voi su hién dién ndi tAm cua than thanh.

6. Tir “Hoi Thanh” & ddy duoc tac gia stir dung trong bai viét nay, né déng nghia véi tir “Gido
h6i” va am chi dén Gido hoi Cong gido, chir khong phai 1a Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh.


https://ducbahoabinhbooks-osp.com/sach/than-hoc/luan-ly/luong-tam-theo-quan-diem-cua-than-hoc-luan-ly-cong-giao/
https://ducbahoabinhbooks-osp.com/sach/than-hoc/luan-ly/luong-tam-theo-quan-diem-cua-than-hoc-luan-ly-cong-giao/
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“Ty do va chan 1y gén lién v&i nhau: tach roi chan 1y, tu do danh mét nén tang

va hudng di cia nod.””

Nhu thé, tw do lwong tAm khong phai 13 ty do chéng lai chan 1y, ma 1a tw

do dé budc theo chan ly.

Ngay nay Pirc Hong y John Henry Newman (1801-1890) thuong dugc nhic
dén nhu mot trong nhitng nhan vat chinh yéu hién dai ung ho “quyén tdi thwong
cua lwong tam.” L4 thu ctia ngai giri cho Quéan cong Norfolk (1874) chtra dung cau
n6i noi tiéng: “néu toi phai mang ton gido vao viéc nang ly chic mimg cudi tiéc, thi
t61 s& udng — chuc mimg Pic Gido hoang, néu ban thich — nhung, chiic muing

LUGONG TAM TRUOC TIEN, r6i méi téi Ptric Gido hoang.”®
Mot So Pi¢u Hwong Din Cho Nhirng Tinh Huong Ho6 Nghi

1. Pung ngin ngtra ngudi khac hanh dong va tuan theo lwong tdm ctia ho, dau
khi d6 c6 thé 1a mot luong tdm sai 1am, trir phi hanh dong d6 c6 hai cach
nghiém trong cho chinh dwong sy, hay cho nhimg nguoi khac. Vi thé, phai
ngin ngira ngudi ta tu t hodc giét ngudi, khi c6 thé duoc.

2. Khong ai dugc ép budc hay thuyét phuc nguoi khac, vé mat ludn 1y, hanh dong
chéng lai chinh lwong tAm cua duong su. Vi thé, chinh quyén khong duogc ép
budc bat cr ai tham gia nghia vu quin sy, néu duong su xac tin trong luong

tam rang, moi hinh thirc chién tranh noi cac chién truong déu mac trong toi.

7. Xem thong Diép Veritatis Splendor (Anh Rang Ngoi Chan Ly) cia DPGH Gioan Phaolé 11
(Ban hanh ngay 06-08-1993). http://huangiao.com/index.php/van-kien/duc-giao-hoang/thong-
diep/item/1138-thong-diep-veritatis-splendor-anh-rang-ngoi-chan-ly-cua-dgh-gioan-phaolo-ii-
ngay-06-08-1993-2 (Truy cap ngay 7 thang 10 nam 2025).

& . Cormac Burke, Conscience and Freedom [Lwong tdm va Tw do] (Manila: Sintag-Tala
Publishers, Inc., 1977), tr. 26-27. Hodc quy vi ¢6 thé doc bang tiéng Anh tai link dudi day: John
Henry Newman, A Letter Addressed to the Duke of Norfolk on Occasion of Mr. Gladstone's
Recent Expostulation Certain Difficulties Felt by Anglicans in Catholic Teaching, Volume 2.
https://www.newmanreader.org/works/anglicans/volume2/gladstone/index.html (Accessed on
Friday, 4 June 2021).



http://huangiao.com/index.php/van-kien/duc-giao-hoang/thong-diep/item/1138-thong-diep-veritatis-splendor-anh-rang-ngoi-chan-ly-cua-dgh-gioan-phaolo-ii-ngay-06-08-1993-2
http://huangiao.com/index.php/van-kien/duc-giao-hoang/thong-diep/item/1138-thong-diep-veritatis-splendor-anh-rang-ngoi-chan-ly-cua-dgh-gioan-phaolo-ii-ngay-06-08-1993-2
http://huangiao.com/index.php/van-kien/duc-giao-hoang/thong-diep/item/1138-thong-diep-veritatis-splendor-anh-rang-ngoi-chan-ly-cua-dgh-gioan-phaolo-ii-ngay-06-08-1993-2
https://www.newmanreader.org/works/anglicans/volume2/gladstone/index.html
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Nguyén tic nay khéng cAm ai cd gang 1y luan v6i nhimg ngudi khac, dé 1am
cho ho thay d6i nhitng phan doan cua ho.

3. Néu sau khi da nghién ctru, tim hiéu, suy xét can than va danh thoi gian dé
cau nguyén sdt sing, mot nguoi di dén xac tin rang: lvong tdm cta minh 1a
dung din (dugc dao tao can than), nguoi nay khong chi ¢ thé, ma PHAI tuan
theo nhiing chi thi ctia lvong tdm minh hon 13 nhiing diéu day bao cua Hoi
Thanh.®

4. Hoi Thanh chwa bao gio minh thi qua quyét dé n6i mot cach khong thé
sai 1am vé nhirng van dé luan 1y;° cho nén c6 18 khong c¢6 van dé cho dén
bay gid vé mot sy mau thudn giira quyét dinh kha ngd trong luong tdm cua
mot ca nhan va mdt giao huin cta Hoi Thanh vén duoc mién trir khoi sai 1am.

5. Khoéng mdt giao hu4n nao ctia HOi Thanh c6 thé dugc xem nhu 13 cau tra 101
thoa dang va tron ven cho tat ca moi tinh hudng va cho timg truong hop. Mdi
gido huan van phai duoc ap dung trong nhimng trudng hop dic thu. Nguoi ta
khong nhat thiét khudc tir nhitng gia tri dugc khang dinh trong gido huin nay,
néu ngudi ta quyét dinh rang gido huan nay khong bé budc hay c6 thé ap dung
cho trudong hop cu thé cua ho.

6. Mit khac, khong mot ca nhan hay mot nhém nao c6 thé hy vong nhan biét va
nam bat duoc sy that luan 1y bang cach cay dua hoan toan vao ngudn tai sirc
cia minh. Chung ta hét thay déu can sy tro gitp. Hoi Thanh, Pén Tho cia

Chta Thanh Than, 1a mét nguén mach 16n lao cua sy hudng dan va lanh dao

% . Xem Tuyén ngodn vé Ty do Ton gido ctia Cong dong Vaticand II tuyén bd: “Con nguoi bat bude
phai trung thanh tuan theo lwong tim nay trong tat ca moi hoat dong clia minh, ... Vi thé, khong
ai dugc €p budc nguoi nao hanh dong trai véi luwong tdm ho, cling nhu khong mot ai bi ngan cam
hanh dong theo luong tam ho, nhat 14 trong lanh vyc tén gido.” (Dignitatis Humanae, s6 3).

Can luu ¥ rang, trong nhiing nam gan day hodc xa hon mot chut, chua he c6 mdt buc Thanh
cha hay mét Cong d6ng chung ndo tuyén tin trong tinh bét kha ngd vé cac van dé luan ly; trong
thuc té, cac than hoc gia Cong gido Roma thong nhét rang: trong viéc thuc hanh quyén giang day
phd quat, Gido hoi chua bao gio giang day cach bat kha ngd trong linh vuyc luan 1y riéng biét nao.
Xem Richard A. McCormick, S.J., “Authority and Morality - Tham quyén va luan 1y,” America,
142 (1980), 169-171 at 169.
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luan 1y. D6 1a san phdm cua hang thé ky kinh nghiém, nhitng dudng 16i tng
XU ctia van hoéa giao thoa, c6 tinh qudc gia va chau luc.

La nguoi Cong gido, chung ta duoc yéu ciu chi ¥ va tén trong cac gido huin nhu
thé, nhung khong c6 thanh kién ddi v6i nhitng ngudn suy tu va tham van ludn 1y
khac, nhu nhiimng ban hitu déng nghi¢p cua minh, tai li¢u phat hién cua cac nganh
khoa hoc, Kinh Thanh, cac tac pham ctia cac nha Than hoc. Tuyén ngén vé Ty do
Tén gido cia Cong dong Vaticand II cong bd: “trong viéc dao tao lwong tdm cua ho,
cac Kitd hiru phai luon chu trong dén gido 1y thanh thiéng va vimg chic cua Hoi
Thanh. H6i Théanh, theo y mudn cia Dac Kitd, duoc dit lam thﬁy day chan 1y.”

(Dignitatis Humanae, s6 14).
V. PHAM GIA VA TiNH BAT KHA XAM PHAM CUA LUONG TAM.

Pham gia va tinh bat kha xAm pham cta luong tim khong loai bo kha ning va mién
trir chiing ta khoi mac sai 1am. Hanh xir voi mot luong tim sai 1am c6 thé dua ching
ta dén chd lam diéu sai trai, nhung diéu d6 khong nhat thiét 1am cho ngudi ta thanh
mot ngudi xau. Thong diép Veritatis Splendor — Anh Rang Ngoi Chan Ly (1993)
ctiia Ptc Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II di theo mot truyén théng 1au doi, khi
dé cap dén luong tam sai 1am nhu c6 thé phat xuét tir swr v tri bat kha khic phuc.!!
Do 1a duong su khong ¥ thirc duoc 12 minh sai 1dm va khong c6 kha nang tu vuot
qua su v tri ndy. Mot ngudi 1am diéu sai trai nhu mot hé qua cua su vo tri bat kha
khic phuc thi pham mot sai 1am bat kha quy t6i'2 vé phan doan. Sai 1am nay khong
lam cho cai sai thanh ra dung, nhung ciing khong 1am cho diéu sai 1am nay tac hai

dén pham gia cua lwong tam (Veritatis Splendor, s6 62).

Pham gia cua luong tdm bao dam rang: ngudi nao thanh thuc c¢b gang thong
bao cho lwong tam, roi sdng theo lwong tam thi s& khong phan bdi su chinh truc ca
minh. Diéu dé khong bao dam 1a ngudi ta s€ nhan ra dugc nhiing gi 1a tt thue su.

Khong ai c6 thé bi khién trach vi da lam diéu sai, néu nguoi d6 thanh thyuc c6 gang

11 Thuat ngit tiéng Anh goi 1a invincible ignorance, nghia 13 sy vo tri hay khong hiéu biét bat
kha khic phuc.
12 Bt kha quy toi: vo toi, khong phai chiu trach nhiém hodc khong dang khién trach.
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tim kiém diéu dung. Chung ta néi rang: ngudi d6 da lam diéu tét nhat ngudi Ay biét
dugc. Chinh nhimg ngudi khong chiu ¢ ging tim biét diéu gi ding méi 13 nhimng
nguoi chiing ta phai quan tim dén. Nhu thong diép Veritatis Splendor da giai thich,
lwong tAm tac hai pham gia ctia n6 khi né “sai 1am kha quy t6i”, d6 1a khi ching ta
it quan tdm dén viéc tim diéu chan thuc va tbt lanh (Veritatis Splendor, sb 63). Mit
khac, chtiing ta phai luon ludn tuan theo anh sdng cia luong tam ching ta trong duc
tin tot 1anh va dé nhimg gi con lai cho Chaa lo. Than hoc Kit6 gido day rang: Thién
Chua s€ xét xir ching ta, khong phai dua trén co s¢ nhitng hanh dong cua ching ta
la dung hay sai mdt cach khach quan, nhung la dya trén co s& cia sy chan thanh cua
tam hon chung ta dang tim kiém thuc hién diéu gi ding, cho du chung ta pham mot

16i 1am.*3

1. QUYEN VA NGHIA VU TUAN THEO LUONG TAM CUA MINH

Tuyén ngon vé Tu do Ton gido cua Cong dong Vaticand II tuyén bo:

“Chinh la qua lwong tdm ma con ngwoi nhin thdy va nhan thire nhitng ménh
lénh cua Thién ludt. Con ngueoi bdt budc phdi trung thanh tudn theo lirong
tam nay trong tat ca moi hoat dong cuia minh, dé cé thé dat dwoc Thién Chiia
la ciing dich doi minh. Vi thé, khéng ai dwoc ép budc nguwoi nao hanh déng
trdi véi lwong tam ho, ciing nhw khéng mét ai bi ngan cam hanh déng theo

lirong tam ho, nhat la trong lanh viee tén gido.”** (Dignitatis Humanae, s6 3).

Trong cung mach tu tudng nhu thé, Hién ché Muc vu vé Gido hoi trong Thé gi6i

Ngay nay ciing dua ra mdt quan diém tuong ty:

“Luwong tam la cot [0i sdu kin nhat va la cung thanh cua con nguoi, noi day
chi c6 mot minh con nguoi voi Thién Chua, Pang dang lén tieng trong tham
tam con nguoi... Noi tdn sau tham cua lwong tdm, con nguoi kham pha ra

mot 1é ludt khong do chinh minh tw dat ra cho minh, nhung chinh con nguoi

13 Richard M. Gula, “The Moral Conscience” [Lwong tAm Luan 1y] trong “Conscience: Readings
in Moral Theology” No. 14 (New York: Paulist Press, 2004). Edited by Charles E. Curran, tr. 56-
57.

4 Xem Dignitatis Humanae, s6 3 - Tuyén ngén vé Tu do Tén gido ciia Cong dong Vaticand II.
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phdi tudn theo 1é ludt nay. Ludn ludn kéu goi con nguwoi yéu diéu lanh va tranh
diéu dir, tiéng cua luwong tam, khi can thiét, cé thé néi véi con tim con nguoi
mot cdch ré rang cu thé hon: hdy lam diéu nay, hay tranh diéu kia. Thién
Chita dd khdc ghi trong tém hon con ngwoi mot 1é ludt. Tudn theo 1é ludt nay

la chinh pham gid ciia con nguoi. Chinh theo dé con nguoi sé chiu xét xir.” *°

KET LUAN

Cubi cung, t6i mudn tom tit nhimg gi thuc sy 13 ¢t yéu ma toi di trinh bay trong
bai viét nay nhu mdt cach dé két luan va déng thoi, toi cling mudn dé xuat mot vai
phuong cach dé co thé ap dung cho nhitng khi ¢ su xung dot xay ra, trong doi song
luan 1y cua céc tin hitru Cong gido.

Viéc nhan manh dén tw do lwong tAm va quyén loi cing nghia vu phai tuan
theo luvong tim khong 1am lu mo di sy kién 13 chiing ta c6 mot bon phan twong duong
- 12 dao tao va hudn luyén luong tAm con ngudi. Nhu dd duoc dé cap dén, luong tim
chang phai 14 diéu gi con ngudi so hitu mot cach don gian va st dung, cling khong
phai 1a mot ban 1iét ké nhitng hanh dong ding va sai, hoac 1a mot may tinh dac biét
dung dé phat hién ra su khac biét. Vao ngay phan xét, du dung trudc Thién Chua
hay mot toa cong 1y, qua 1a chua du khi tuyén bé “Toi di tuan theo luong tdm cia
t61” dé duogc thoat khoi moi 101 budce t6i (hay dugc vo toi vé nhitng viée 1am sai tréi).
Bi c4o co thé di trung thanh tuan theo luong tAm ctia minh, nhung duong su co thé
dugc yéu cau giai thich vé loai nguoi anh ta tré thanh qua kiéu thirc cac quyét dinh
13p di ldp lai cua anh ta. Cac quyét dinh nghiém tuc bi xem nhe, cadc phan doan dugc
dua ra trén co s& thong tin khong day di, khong tham khao nhitng tham quyén thich
hop trong nhimg van dé phirc tap, tat ca déu c6 thé dan dén mot luong tim sai 1am.
Ngoai ra, viéc nhiéu 1an khong ling nghe tiéng noi lwong tdm c6 thé lam chai 1i di
tinh man cam ctia con nguoi d6i véi cac gia tri, va lam chét dan mon luong tim cia

nguoi ay.

15 Xem Gaudium et Spes — Hién ché Muc vu vé Gido hgi trong Thé gidi Ngdy nay, sb 16.



12

Diéu ndy c6 nghia rang viéc nai dén luong tim nhu 1 mot thAm quyén luan
1y cho cac hanh dong cia con ngudi gia dinh mot “luong tam tot lanh va ngay thing”.
Tuy nhién, vin dwoc xem la diing ngay cé khi lrong tAm mic sai 1am, ngudi ta
ciing van budc phai tuin theo lwong tim ciia minh. Thanh Téma Aquind di noi
mot cAu bat hii: “Ai hanh dong trai véi lrong tim thi mic tdi, dii lwrong tAm sai
l1am.” Thanh Téma ludén khang dinh rang ngay ca khi luong tim sai 1am, nguoi ta
van phai tuan theo né6 — vi khong tuan theo diéu minh x4c tin 1a dang, chinh 1a phan
lai chinh minh va phén lai Thién Chta, Déng hién dién noi chiéu sau lvong tam. Qua
d6, ngai nhan manh tinh rang budc luan 1y tuyét ddi ctia luong tAm: con ngudi phai
hanh dong theo diéu minh x4c tin 1a ding, vi d6 1a cach ho trung thanh véi tiéng noi
cua Thién Chua trong long minh. Tuy nhién, sy rang budc nay khong loai trur trach
nhiém phai dao luyén luong tdm, dé né phan anh chan 1y khach quan chtr khong chi
la cdm xuc chu quan. Mot luong tam sai 14m do cb chép khong thé dugc bién minh;
con lwong tAm sai 1am vi gi6i han hiéu biét s& dugc Thién Chua xét xr trong long
thuong x6t. Ngai cling nhan manh rang: Thién Chua chi chap nhan luong tdm sai
1am khi d6 14 sai 1am vo ¥, bat kha thang, va khi ngudi d6 thanh tim tim kiém chan
ly. Tréi lai, néu ngudi ta ludi biéng, cd chap, hay ty man, thi luong tdm ho khong

con 1a “tiéng Chia”, ma trd thanh “birc tuong cua su kiéu ngao” che khuat chén 1y.1°

Nhung qua 12 khong du stc thuyét phuc khi nai dén “luong tAm” chi don gian
bo1 vi ngudi ta manh mé cam nhan vé mot diéu gi do, hay phan doan mot cach tu

phat rang mot hanh dong nao d6 1a ding vé mit luan 1y. Chi c¢6 su chan thanh khong

16 Xem Summa Theologiae, 1-11, q.19, a.5.
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thoi thi chua du. Luong tim ganh vac cach tron ven nhat thim quyén ludn 1y, ma
nguoi ta co thé nai dén, 1a mot lvong tam lién tuc tu phé binh, biét y thirc vé cac mdi
nguy hiém cua nhiing sy vo tri, thién vi, thanh kién, ich ky, ki€u cang va tu phu.
Luong tam hién dién trong mdi con ngudi binh thudng & chimg muc ho co duoc
cam thtrc hay ¥ thtrc luan 1y nao d6, nhung luong tim can duoc dao luyén va phat
trién sudt doi, ngd hau né tro nén y thic ciia mot con ngudi duoc hoan cai vé luan
1y, mdt con nguodi trudng thanh da thoat khoi tAm murc chi di tim nhing théa méin
don thuan, theo thoi thu cuu va ham tu loi, nhu 13 nhing tiéu chuan chon loc dé dat
dén nhitng tdm mirc cao hon cia cac gia tri dich thuc va nén dao dirc trong nguyén

tac va co tinh than trach nhiém.’

N6i tém lai, Lwrong tAm 1a tiéng noi ciia Thién Chua trong tim hon con
ngudi, noi 1y tri va dirc tin gip nhau. N6 vira 1a quyén tdi thwong, vira 1a bon
phén siu xa. Nguoi Kité hiru chi sdng ding pham gia ciia minh Kkhi biét ling

nghe, dao luyén va vang phuc lwong tam chan that.

Tuy nhién, quyén toi thwong ciia lwong tim khéong tich khéi chan ly
khach quan hay gido huan chinh thirc ciia Hoi Thanh. Cang ling nghe Hoi

Thanh, lvong tAm cang dugc soi sang dé phan doan dung dan hon.

Trong nhirng hoan cinh xung dét giira gido huin clia huian quyén va
lwong tim, thai dd cin cé khong phai la doi khang, ma la dbi thoai khiém ton
trong dirc ai. Thién Chua khong ¢ ngoai luong tdm con nguoi, cling khong tach
khoi Hoi Thanh: Ngai hién dién trong ca hai, dé dan dit con nguoi dén chén 1y toan
ven trong tinh yéu. Mot lvong tam dugc dao luyén trong anh sang cia chan 1y 1a noi

con nguoi gap Thién Chua va kham pha tu do dich thuc.
Linh muc Phérd Tran Manh Hing

Giao s than hoc luén 1y tai Pai hoc Cong gido — The University of Notre
Dame Australia

17" Sean Fagan, “Conscience,” The New Dictionary of Theology (Dublin: Gill and McMillan,
1987), tr. 229.
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